
 

                                     
 

 
Dear Providers, 
 
This newsletter is meant to keep you up to date on issues related to vaccines quickly and easily.  We welcome your 
comments and questions; please email us at immunization.program@ventura.org 
 
 

CDC reports on vaccination coverage of children 19–35 months old during 2016 in MMWR  
 
CDC published Vaccination Coverage Among Children Aged 19–35 Months—United States, 2016 in the November 3 
issue of MMWR (pages 1171–7). A summary made available to the press is reprinted below. 
 
Vaccination is the best way to reduce illness and death from vaccine-preventable diseases in young children. Data 
from the 2016 National Immunization Survey-Child (NIS-Child) were used to assess vaccination coverage with 
recommended vaccines among children aged 19–35 months in the United States. Based on the data, coverage with 
recommended vaccines for children aged 19–35 months continues to be high and stable, but remains below 90 
percent for vaccines that require booster doses during the second year of life and for more recently recommended 
vaccines. Differences in coverage by race/ethnicity, poverty status, and insurance status indicate that improvements 
are needed in the immunization safety net (that is, access to and delivery of age-appropriate immunization to all 
children, regardless of insurance or financial status). 
 
Related Links  

 Vaccination Coverage Among Children Aged 19–35 Months—United States, 2016 
 MMWR main page provides access to MMWR Weekly, MMWR Recommendations and Reports, MMWR 

Surveillance Summaries, and MMWR Supplements 

Two Colorado hepatitis A cases linked to California outbreak that has killed 20 people; unrelated outbreak in 
Michigan has claimed 19 
 
As the number of hepatitis A cases continues to rise in San Diego, Colorado has reported two deaths from hepatitis A 
with the cases linked to the San Diego outbreak. The large majority of people infected in San Diego have been 
homeless, use illicit drugs, or provide services to those who are homeless. In Colorado, where 58 cases have been 
reported so far this year, the two people who died had experienced homelessness. 
 
The number of hepatitis A cases in San Diego has risen to 536, an increase by about 20 in one week, with 20 deaths. In 
Los Angeles (LA)—in an outbreak related to San Diego’s—after a police officer contracted the disease, the police union 
president urged the LA County Board of Supervisors to provide hepatitis A vaccination to the more than 1,000 police 
officers who may be at risk for contracting hepatitis A on their work assignments. 
 
Southeast Michigan has also been experiencing an outbreak of hepatitis A since August 2016—unrelated to that in 
California—with 486 cases and 19 deaths. Michigan activated its State Emergency Operations Center this week to help 
coordinate local responses to hepatitis A. 
  
Related Links   

 San Diego County News Center: Hepatitis A Outbreak Update (10/24/17) 
 NBC San Diego: Death Toll Rises to 20 in San Diego's Hepatitis A Outbreak (10/31/17)   
 Los Angeles Daily News: LAPD union calls for ‘urgent action’ on Hepatitis A vaccines after officer contracts virus 

(11/2/17) 
 Denver Post: Two Colorado hepatitis A cases linked to California outbreak that has killed 19 people (10/30/17) 
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 Michigan Department of Health and Human Services: Hepatitis A Southeast Michigan Outbreak (11/3/17) 

Lansing State Journal: Health officials ramping up efforts to address hepatitis A outbreak (11/3/17) 

Everyone 6 months and older should get a flu vaccine each year. Vaccines are especially important for people who 
are at high risk for complications from flu, and for people who live with or care for someone who is at high risk. 
For a successful Influenza vaccination season discuss and outline key strategies to achieve high influenza vaccination 
coverage rates of your patients and decrease missed opportunities for vaccination. These strategies may include: 

1. reminding patients to come in for their annual influenza vaccination, 
2. expanding hours for influenza vaccination, 
3. allowing influenza vaccine‐only visits, and 
4. discussing mechanisms to track patients who will be due to return to the practice for a second dose. 

 

For a community clinic near you visit our website @ http://www.vchca.org/ph  
 

All adults need vaccines to protect their health against common diseases that can be serious. There are four things to 
consider in determining which vaccines are recommended for you: 

1. Vaccines every adult needs 
2. Your age 
3. Your health conditions, lifestyle, or job 
4. International travel 

Linking to CDC’s http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/downloads/adult/adult-schedule-easy-read.pdf 
 
Information for VFC Providers: 
 
EVERY TIME you place a vaccine order, review your practice’s delivery days and times. 
Deliveries are made according information reflected in your “MYVFCVaccines” account. If your practice will be on 
vacation or unable to receive shipments, please contact the VFC Customer Service Center as soon as possible. 
Undeliverable shipments due to incorrect shipping hours lead to delivery delays, can result in vaccine damage, and 
may even lead to a negligent vaccine loss. Your practice may be held financially accountable. All staff working with 
immunizations should be knowledgeable about proper procedures for receiving, inspecting, and storing vaccines. 
 
2017-2018 Influenza Vaccine Supply Update:  For information on Vaccine Supply updates and Supplemental ordering 
visit.  http://eziz.org 
 
VFC Resources:  

 2017-18 Flu Vaccine Guide  

 VFC Provider Operations Manual  

 California Immunization Registry (CAIR)  

 Temperature Logs and Job Aids 

 Thermometer Calibration Requirements 

 Digital Data Loggers 

 Immunization Champion  

 
 

 

You can also view this information on http://vchca.org/public-health/for-health-care-providers  or follow us on: 

   

Ventura County Public Health Immunization Program 

Phone: (805) 981-5211  Fax: (805) 981-5210 immunization.program@ventura.org 
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